CHAPTER XVII
THE PEOPLES  OF INDIA
IN the last chapter we showed how big India is ; it is really very much like a " small continent," for it includes a number of countries whose peoples differ from each other in race, language, customs, and religion. India is as big as Europe without Russia, or, to put it in another way, it is fourteen times as big as the British Isles.
At least 150 different languages are spoken by the 315 million people who inhabit the land, and a native who goes very far from home would find it impossible to speak to or understand the speech of the people among whom he had arrived. A native of Madras, visiting, say, Bombay, would be, so far as language is concerned, as much a foreigner as an Englishman would be if he went to Turkey.
To understand why there should be so much variety and such great differences it is only necessary to think a little more of what India is like. In the first place, the different districts are more or less completely separated
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